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from Borne. Celibacy,' indeed, was held in high honour ; but in PART III.
actual fact there was very little real celibacy. Though the
priests had no lawful wives, they had mistresses, and children,
quite openly; so that marriage would have been an important
reform. But although the good Metrans did advocate it, very
little .came of the proposal. Meanwhile, Feun and Bailey went
on training the young priests and translating the Scriptures, and
attending the Syrian services regularly, although these were often
extremely distasteful to them.

In 1825 the good Metran, Mar Dionysius, died. His successors
proved to bo men of a totally different spirit, and opposed all
reforms. For ton years more, nevertheless, the Society persevered;
but, as will appear hereafter, the enterprise was at last acknow-
ledged to bo a failure. To the Jews at Pisidian Antioch, in
the earliest days, St. Paul had said, "It was necessary that the
word of God should first have been spoken unto you : but seeing
ye put it from you, and judge yourselvos unworthy of everlasting
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." So, in effect, said the mission-
aries to the Indian children of Iho Syrian Antioch. They now
turned to the Heathen. But this aa viewed from 1825, is still in
the future.